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Likewise too, state and
federal governments have
a solemn duty to honour

any agreement that has been
thoroughly discussed and agreed
upon by the relevant parties. As
all the terms of any agreement
are duly spelt out in the signed
document, it stands to reason that
it will be highly irresponsible and
unethical for any party to, thereafter,
for its convenience and political
expediency, cherry pick which of
the terms to honour.

As a responsible individual
and a high ranking police officer
who negotiated the agreement
between the federal government
and another party, with the full
support of the then serving prime
minister once said, the onus is on
the federal government to stick to
the terms of the agreement. The
retired senior police officer is on
record of having said quite curtly:
‘You have to bloody well honour
the agreement!‘

Agreements cannot and
should not be broken that easily
without serious consequences.
The downside of such unwise
decisions is that very few countries
and organisations will want
to get into agreements with a
government that does not honour
its commitment. By its ill-advised
actions, it devalued its word.

PEOPLENOWWARYOF
STANDINGASGUARANTORS

I know of many families who
now have a practice in place to
prevent them from being caught
in the financial mess of those who
approach them with an appeal to
stand as guarantors for a car, study
or housing loan. If either husband
or wife is approached, the party
concerned is told, in no uncertain
terms, that neither can stand as a
guarantor. These families stick to this

policy rigidly and for good reason
and it is just tough if they have to
lose a family member, colleague or
friend in this manner.

There have been far too many
unscrupulous people who have
no sense of dignity, honour, pride
or shame. They prey on the good
nature of decent, hardworking,
honest, law abiding citizens who
mistakenly try to help them. They
are then left to their own devices
when the borrower absconds
without a thought for the awful
predicament he has placed these
people in. For this group of people,
their promises and assurances
mean nothing because they had
every intention to cheat in the first
place.

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW’S
INSIGHT

The late, great Irish poet and
dramatist is reported to have made
the comment that: ‘Politics is the last
refuge of the scoundrel.’When you
see the antics that politicians get
up to all over the world, you have to
agree with him. Some promise you
the moon before a general election,
but soon thereafter, conveniently
suffer from a bout of political
amnesia.

I would go so far as to say that
in today’s very materialistic world,
deception is a game played by
conmen of all shades who have
a good understanding of man’s
greed. Even professionals, like
accountants, engineers, academics
and specialist doctors who should
have known better have fallen
victim to many get rich quick
schemes. The late Mahatma Gandhi
once said:“There is enough in
this world for man’s need but not
enough for man’s greed!”

I believe the time has come
for us to seriously consider the
need to restore the balance and

make it respectable, desirable and
mandatory for all of us to honour
our word and the commitment that
we freely give. If in the process, you
acquire a well-deserved reputation,
it is because you have earned
it. If on the other hand, very few
people trust or believe you, then
you should accept responsibility
for this sorry state of affairs
brought on by your own careless
actions to devalue your word. As
someone wise once remarked quite
accurately: ‘Do not be fooled merely
by what a person says. The real test
is to watch what he does! ’

Honour an Agreement Reached

Implications of
Devaluing Your Word


